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Jim Tucker, Speaker

Karen Carter Peterson, Speaker Pro Temp 
Alfred W. Speer, Clerk

Speaker Jim Tucker, along with the House, 
commends John Walsh of America’s Most 
Wanted during a recent visit to the Capitol.

Housethe

 House Bill 399  requires 
an applicant for hand gun permit, 
to complete certain firearm 
competency courses within the 
preceding 12 months.

EDUCATION

 House Bill 719  requires 
BESE to adopt to require public 
teachers and others to participate 
annually in at least 2 hours of 
in-service training in suicide 
prevention. 

 House Bill 1091, the 
Louisiana School Dropout 
Prevention Act of 2008, provides 
the guidelines under which certain 
students may withdraw from school 
and creates a dropout prevention 
and recovery program.

insurance coverage, if actuarially 
justified, on vehicles equipped with 
a global positioning system (GPS) 
or vehicle tracking system which 
helps recover stolen vehicles. 

CELL PHONE PROHIBITION
 House Bill 402  prohibits 
school bus drivers from talking on a 
cellular phone while driving a school 
bus, except for emergencies. 
 House Bill 852 prohibits 
the use of a wireless telephone or 
electronic communications device 
while operating a motor vehicle 
except when the telephone or 
device is used hands-free or for an 
emergency. 

CHILD SUPPORT
 House Bill 84 provides that 
the penalty for failure to pay a legal 
child support obligation when the 
amount of the obligation is more 
than $25,000 shall be a fine of not 
more than $2,500, or imprisonment 
with or without hard labor, for not 
more than two years, or both.  

CONCEALED HAND GUN 
PERMITS

The House spent the full 
day Thursday debating 
the state budget and 
capital outlay bills.  

Among the amendments added 
to House Bill 1 on the floor were 
a $1,000 salary supplement for 
school support workers and an 
amendment which cut the salary 
of the Secretary of the Department 
of Economic Development from 
the proposed $320,000 a year to 
$245,755 a year.
  The House unanimously passed 
the $30 million budget and the $4.8 
billion construction bill (House 
Bill 2 ), sending them to the Senate 
for further debate.

AUTO INSURANCE
 House Bill 606 provides 
for a rate reduction for automobile 
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House committee & floor action

Chief Justice Pascal Calogero ad-
dressess the Louisiana State Legisla-

ture on the State of the  Judiciary

Rep. Chaney handles his first  bill 
on the house floor. House Bill 1119  
passed the house with a vote of 

(95-0). 

 MONDAY, May 19
LA Food Bank Association Day - Rotunda
EMS Week 2008 - Rotunda
TUESDAY, May 20
LA Girl Scout Councils Day -Rotunda
LA Society of Association Executives Day - 
Rotunda

LINKS Day - Rotunda
WEDNESDAY, May 21
Tulane Day - Rotunda
Omega Day
THURSDAY, May 22
Tunica Day -Rotunda

Southern Nights (SE Chambers of Commerce) 
- Rotunda
9 a.m. Green Day Recovery Awareness Rally - 
Front Steps, State Capitol
FRIDAY, May 23
8 a.m.  LA Law Enforcement Torch Run (Spe-
cial Olympics) - Front Steps, State Capitol

Calendar of Events May 19-25

The following bills have been reported by house committees or the house floor.
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and establishes the duration of 
benefits and creates a reduction 
in unemployment compensation 
contributions for employers.
MOTOR VEHICLES
 House Bill 616 increases 
the maximum convenience fees that 
can be charged by public license 
tag agents from $12 to $18. 
 House Bill 814 increases 
the fines for failure to properly 
restrain a child in a motor vehicle.
 House Bill 1021 expands 
the present law to prohibit anyone 
from smoking in a vehicle when a 
child 16 years of age or younger is 
present in the same vehicle.

PROHIBITION ON USE OF 
PUBLIC FUNDS FOR HUMAN 
CLONING
 House Bill 370 prohibits 
the use of public monies for human 
cloning, and has been assigned.

SEX OFFENDERS
 Senate Bill 143 prohibits 
any “sex offender” from wearing a 
mask or a disguise with the intent 
to conceal his identity or distribute 
candy to persons under 18 years 
of age on Halloween, Mardi Gras, 
Easter, Christmas, or any other 
recognized holiday for which 
hoods, masks, or disguises are 
generally used or for which candy 
is generally distributed. 

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
 House Bill 1347 creates 
the Student Scholarships for 
Educational Excellence Program 
which seeks to enroll eligible New 
Orleans recovery school district 
students into approved nonpublic 
schools. 

FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE
 House Bill 340 requires 
wardens of adult state corrections 
institutions to file annual financial 
disclosure reports.

HEALTH INSURANCE
 House Bill 318 requires 
all health insurance plans issued 
or renewed on or after January 1, 
2009 cover prosthetic devices and 
prosthetic services. 

 House Bill 512 deletes the 
minimum mammogram schedule 
and instead requires coverage 
of these exams as provided in 
guidelines published by the 
American Cancer Association.

HEALTH ISSUES
 House Bill 178 requires 
students entering the sixth grade in 
both public and nonpublic schools 
to be vaccinated against meningitis 
beginning with the 2009-2010 
school year.

HOME INSURANCE
 Senate Bill 160 provides 
changes in homeowner’s 
insurance policy deductibles and 
the application of deductibles in 
the event of loss.

ILLEGAL ALIENS
 House Bill 1357 creates the 
crime of unlawfully harboring, 
concealing, or sheltering an illegal 
alien. 

LABOR
 House Bill 1104 changes 
the Dept. of Labor to the La. 
Workforce Commission. 
 House Bill 1165 increases 
the weekly benefit amount of 
unemployment compensation 

ELDERLY
 House Bill 1378 creates the 
Silver Alert Network for reporting 
missing mentally impaired 
senior citizens and a Silver Alert 
Steering Committee to make 
recommendations relative to the 
implementation of the network.

ELECTIONS/VOTING
 House Bill 960, 
establishes the development and 
implementation of early voting 
programs in additional locations. 
 House Bill 990 allows voter 
registration in the offices of public 
high school guidance counselors.
 
E T H I C S / C A M P A I G N 
FINANCE
 House Bill 277  prohibits 
a candidate or an individual 
from using campaign funds 
(contributions, loans, and transfers 
between committees) to pay 
fines, fees, and penalties assessed 
pursuant to the Campaign Finance 
Disclosure Act (CFDA). 
 House Bill 678, requires a 
governor-elect to report transition 
and inauguration expenses. 
 Under House Bill 997, 
former public servants employed by 
the office of the governor, including 
the division of administration, are 
prohibited from being employed 
by or entering into a contract with 
a person who has a contract with 
the state valued at $200 million or 
more for a period of five years after 
their termination of public service.

 House Bill 1198 prohibits 
candidates from making false 
statements or prohibits push 
polling that contains any false 
statement, question, information, 
or insinuation.
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Failed to Advance
 
 House Bill 34 would have 
changed Election Day polling 
hours, with the polls to open at 7 
a.m. and close at 8 p.m
 House Bill 81 would 
have prohibited the governor 
from appointing a contributor or 
immediate family member to serve 
on a board or commission. 
 House Bill 122 would have 
allowed parole consideration at 
age 31 for a juvenile age 15 or 16 
convicted as an adult. 
 House Bill 128 would have 
required at least a 2.0 grade point 
average (gpa) for public school 
students in grades six through 12 
to participate in interscholastic 
athletics and other extracurricular 
activities.  
 House Bill 183 (a 
constitutional amendment) would 
have provided for temporary 
successors for members of the 
legislature who are called to active 
duty and unable to perform their 
duties. 
 House Bill 213 proposed a 
change to the 10 percent surcharge 
on rates charged by the La. Citizens 
Property Insurance Corporation.
 House Bill 238 would have 
required insurance companies 
writing homeowners’ insurance 
coverage in any part of the state 
to offer homeowners’ insurance 
coverage, including windstorm and 
hail coverage, on any residential 
structure in the state at rates no 
higher than those rates charged by 
the LA.
 House Bill 358 would have 
required disclosure of the country 
of origin for seafood. 
 House Bill 509 would have 
required restaurants to disclose the 
amount of trans fat in foods.  
 House Bill 674 would have 
further defined or expanded the 
current law that outlaws bullying 
in schools.  
 House Bill 676 would have 
prohibited the use of LEAP test 
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scores, including the high school 
graduation test, as the sole criteria 
for not promoting or allowing a 
student to graduate.

  House Bill 789 would have 
required a criminal background 
check of a candidate who has 
qualified to run for office. 
 House Bill 847 would 
have repealed the law that allows 
a 17-year-old to withdraw from 
school with parental consent. 
 House Bill 1050 would 

have prohibited the use of speed 
traps as a primary source of 
revenue for a local authority. 
 House Bill 1261 would 
have prohibited K-12 public 
schools from serving students food 
containing trans fats. 
 House Bill 1329 would 
have limited the amount of annual 
revenue parishes and municipalities 
could generate from the use of 
speed traps.

 

 Led by state Rep. Hollis Downs, a group of state officials an-
nounced on April 21,2008 that Louisiana is one of 14 states selected 
to participate in the  National Symposium on Early Childhood Science 
and Policy, June 26-27, at Harvard University. 
 The symposium is a bipartisan event sponsored by Harvard 
University’s Center on the Developing Child, the National Governor’s 
Association’s Center for Best Practices, and the National Conference 
of State Legislatures (NCSL).
 Louisiana’s application was submitted by a team of eight offi-
cials, including Team Coordinator Downs, who was asked to head the 
team by House Speaker Jim Tucker.
 Some other team members include Senate Education Commit-
tee Chairman, Ben Nevers; House Education Committee Chairman, 
Don Trahan; Board of Elementary and Secondary Education (BESE) 
President Linda Johnson; Dept. of Social Services Secretary Ann Sil-
verberg Williamson, and Joe Salter, former House Speaker and current 
Director of Governmental Affairs for the Department of Education.

OFFICIALS ANNOUNCE STATE’S PARTICIPATION
IN NATIONAL EDUCATION SYMPOSIUM
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ART Education Day 
at the Capitol
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