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Rep. Franklin handles his first  bill on the house 
floor.
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CRIME
 House Bill 726 creates the 
crime of displaying a noose and 
deems it unlawful for any person, 
with the intent to intimidate a 
person, or group of persons, to etch, 
paint, draw, or otherwise place or 
display a hangman’s noose on the 
property of another, a highway, or 
other public place.

 House Bill 1243 creates 
the crime of theft of copper from 
a religious building, cemetery or 
graveyard. The penalty for stolen 
copper which has a value of at 
least $1,000,  is a prison term of 
a minimum of five years, and a 
maximum of 10years, or a fine not 
to exceed $ 5,000, or both. 

 House Bill 1374  (a 
substitute for House Bill 1283) 
prohibits the participants  in a 

 

Senate Bill 159 makes it unlawful 
for any individual who is 17 years 
old or younger to operate a motor 
vehicle while using a wireless 
telecommunications device, unless 
such device is hands-free and its 
placement does not interfere with 
the operation of federally required 
safety equipment.
 Senate Bill 342 makes it 
unlawful for individuals to use a 
cell phone while driving for the first 
year after issuance of a license.
 House Bill 852 prohibits 
the use of a wireless telephone or 
electronic communications device 
while operating a motor vehicle 
except when the telephone or 
device is used hands-free or for an 
emergency. 

The legislature began the 
2008 Regular Session 
following two special 
sessions on ethics reform, 

the budget and tax breaks. During 
this session, nearly 1400 bills have 
been introduced in the House and 
more than 800 in the Senate.
 With the focus now on 
Senate bills, the House committees 
are beginning to wind down the 
hearing of House intruments. To 
follow bills along through the 
legislative process, visit the House 
Web site http://house.louisiana.
gov.

 

CELL PHONE PROHIBITION
 Senate Bill 137 makes 
it unlawful for any individual, 
regardless of age, to write, send or 
read a text message, instant message, 
or e-mail via a telecommunications 
device while driving.

Recent Developments in the Louisiana House of Representatives

House committee & floor action

 
Congressman Cazayoux address the House 

during a recent visit to the Capitol.

 MONDAY, June 16
Massage Therapy Association Day - 

Rotunda

WEDNESDAY, June 18
Hugh O’Brian (HOBY) Youth Leadership Day 

- Rotunda

THURSDAY, June 19
Louisiana Saves Campaign- Rotunda

 

Calendar of Events June 16-23

The following bills have been reported by house committees or the house floor.
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of accuracy, quality, timeliness, 
economy, and efficiency by 
making meaningful comparison 
of costs for specific health care 
services and specific quality of 
care measures medical facilities, 
health care providers and health 
plans, and make the data available 
to consumers on the Internet.
HOME INSURANCE
 Senate Bill 160 provides 
changes in homeowner’s insurance 
policy deductibles and the 
application of deductibles in the 
event of loss for named storms or 
hurricanes.

ILLEGAL ALIENS
 House Bill 1357 creates 
the crime of unlawfully harboring, 
concealing, or sheltering an illegal 
alien. 

LABOR
 House Bill 1104 changes 
the Dept. of Labor to the La. 
Workforce Commission. 
 
MOTOR VEHICLES
 House Bill 1021 expands 
the present law to prohibit anyone 
from smoking in a vehicle when a 
child 16 years of age or younger is 
present in the same vehicle.

PAROLE ELIGIBILITY
 Under present law, persons 
sentenced to 30 years or more 
imprisonment can be eligible for 
parole consideration after serving 
at least 20 years and upon reaching 
the age of 45.
 House Bill 110 would 
remove such parole eligibility for 
those convicted of armed robbery.

PROHIBITION ON USE OF 
PUBLIC FUNDS FOR HUMAN 

from using campaign funds 
(contributions, loans, and transfers 
between committees) to pay 
fines, fees, and penalties assessed 
pursuant to the Campaign Finance 
Disclosure Act (CFDA). 
 House Bill 678, requires a 
governor-elect to report transition 
and inauguration expenses. 
 Under House Bill 997, 
former public servants employed by 
the office of the governor, including 
the division of administration, are 
prohibited from being employed 
by or entering into a contract with 
a person who has a contract with 
the state valued at $200 million 
or more for a period of five years 
after their termination of public 
service.
 
FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE
 House Bill 340 requires 
wardens of adult state corrections 
institutions to file annual financial 
disclosure reports.

HEALTH INSURANCE
 House Bill 512 deletes the 
minimum mammogram schedule 
and instead requires coverage 
of these exams as provided in 
guidelines published by the 
American Cancer Association.

HEALTH ISSUES
 Senate Bill 182  provides for 
involuntary outpatient treatment for 
behavioral health services and for 
criteria for involuntary outpatient 
treatment, judicial procedure, 
order of custody, treatment plan, 
appeals and other related matters.

 Senate Bill 287 provides 
for the Louisiana Health Care 
Consumers’ Right to Know Law 
and   seeks to develop standards 

crime from  transmitting footage of 
that crime over the Internet.

DAY OF REMEMBRANCE 
 House Bill 5, originally 
would have declared August 29th 
a state holiday in observance of  
hurricanes Katrina and Rita.   The 
bill was amended by the House 
Judiciary Committee to instead 
establish the first Sunday after 
the start of hurricane season be 
observed as Hurricane Katrina and 
Hurricane Rita Day.  House Bill 5 
is pending House floor action.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
NEGOTIATIONS
 Present law authorizes 
the confidentiality of economic 
development negotiations through 
June 30, 2008.
 Senate Bill 343 extends 
the confidentiality date to July 1, 
2012.

EDUCATION
 House Bill 1091, the 
Louisiana School Dropout 
Prevention Act of 2008, provides 
the guidelines under which certain 
students may withdraw from school 
and creates a dropout prevention 
and recovery program.

ELDERLY
 House Bill 1378 creates the 
Silver Alert Network for reporting 
missing mentally impaired 
senior citizens and a Silver Alert 
Steering Committee to make 
recommendations relative to the 
implementation of the network.

E T H I C S / C A M P A I G N 
FINANCE
 House Bill 277  prohibits 
a candidate or an individual 
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CLONING
 House Bill 370 prohibits 
the use of public monies for human 
cloning, and has been assigned.

RURAL PHYSICIANS
 House Bill 1071, which 
received unanimous approval in 
the House, would establish a loan 
forgiveness program for primary 
care physicians who agree to 
work in a rural health professional 
shortage area (HPSA) of the state. 

SEX OFFENDERS
 Senate Bill 144  authorizes 
chemical or voluntary physical 
castration of convicted sex 
offenders and provides penalties 
for noncompliance.
 Senate Bill 514 increases 
the minimum punishment for the 
crime of molestation of  juveniles   
13 through 16  years of age.

STATE AGENCIES
 Senate Bill 351 requires 
state agencies to purchase hybrid 
fuel or alternative fuel vehicles. 
Proposed law would provide for the 
commissioner of administration to 
purchase or lease alternative fuel 
and hybrid vehicles for state use 
only.

STUDENT SCHOLARSHIPS
 House Bill 1347 creates 
the Student Scholarships for 
Educational Excellence Program 
which seeks to enroll eligible New 
Orleans recovery school district 
students into approved nonpublic 
schools. 

TEACHERS/CERTIFICATION
 House Bill 720 exempts a 
foreign teacher from having to take 
the reading and writing portions 
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of the Pre-Professional Skills 
Test series to be granted a La. 
teaching certificate, under certain 
conditions.

VIDEO/CABLE 
PROGRAMMING
 Senate Bill 807 creates 
guidelines for new and existing 
video and cable franchises

Failed to Advance
 
House Concurrent Resolution 34 
would have requested Congress 
to call a convention to propose an 
amendment to the U.S. Constitution 
to authorize Puerto Rico and the 
District of Columbia to become 
states. 
 House Bill 34 would have 
changed Election Day polling 
hours, with the polls to open at 7 
a.m. and close at 8 p.m
 House Bill 81 would 
have prohibited the governor 
from appointing a contributor or 
immediate family member to serve 
on a board or commission. 
 House Bill 122 would have 
allowed parole consideration at 
age 31 for a juvenile age 15 or 16 
convicted as an adult. 
 House Bill 128 would have 
required at least a 2.0 grade point 
average (gpa) for public school 
students in grades six through 12 
to participate in interscholastic 
athletics and other extracurricular 
activities.  
 House Bill 183 (a 
constitutional amendment) would 
have provided for temporary 
successors for members of the 
legislature who are called to active 
duty and unable to perform their 
duties. 
 House Bill 199  would 
have allowed concealed handgun 
permit holders to carry concealed 
handguns on college campuses. 
 House Bill 213 proposed a 
change to the 10 percent surcharge 
on rates charged by the La. Citizens 
Property Insurance Corporation.

 House Bill 238 would have 
required insurance companies 
writing homeowners’ insurance 
coverage in any part of the state 
to offer homeowners’ insurance 
coverage, including windstorm and 
hail coverage, on any residential 
structure in the state at rates no 
higher than those rates charged by 
the LA.
 House Bill 358 would have 
required disclosure of the country 
of origin for seafood. 
 House Bill 509 would have 
required restaurants to disclose the 
amount of trans fat in foods.  
 House Bill 674 would have 
further defined or expanded the 
current law that outlaws bullying 
in schools.  
 House Bill 676 would have 
prohibited the use of LEAP test 
scores, including the high school 
graduation test, as the sole criteria 
for not promoting or allowing a 
student to graduate.
  House Bill 789 would have 
required a criminal background 
check of a candidate who has 
qualified to run for office. 
 House Bill 847 would 
have repealed the law that allows 
a 17-year-old to withdraw from 
school with parental consent. 
 House Bill 1050 would have 
prohibited the use of speed traps as 
a primary source of revenue for a 
local authority. 
 House Bill 1261 would 
have prohibited K-12 public 
schools from serving students food 
containing trans fats. 
 House Bill 1329 would 
have limited the amount of annual 
revenue parishes and municipalities 
could generate from the use of 
speed traps.
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