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Why?
• Article III, Section 6 of 

the Constitution of La.

• Apportionment of 
Congress & the 
Subsequent 
redistricting involved

• 14th Amendment of 
the U.S. Constitution



Reapportionment/Redistricting

• Reapportionment means

• Redistricting means



Proposed Timeline 
For Redistricting

• April 1, 2010:  Census Day

• December 2010:  President of the U.S. notified of the population of 
each state

• January 2011:  State Informed About Number of Congressional 
Seats allocated to Louisiana

• February __, 2011:  Census Data is delivered to the Legislature

• February __, 2011: Committee hearing on Census data

• February __-March __, 2011:  Public Hearings around the state



Timeline For Redistricting (Cont.)
• April __ – __, 2011:  Proposed Extraordinary Session to 

establish new Legislative, Congressional, Supreme 
Court, Public Service Commission, and BESE districts

• April 25 - June 23, 2011:  Regular Session

• End of April-May 2, 2011:  Proposed deadline for 
Submission of Plans for preclearance

• August 29, 2011:  Deadline for SOS to receive notice of 
preclearance of Legislative plans (R.S. 18:1942)

• September 6 - 8, 2011:  Qualifying dates for Legislative 
& BESE elections



Timeline For Redistricting (Cont.)
• October 22, 2011:  Primary Election for members of the legislature 

and elected BESE members

• November 19, 2011: General Election

• December 31, 2011:  Article III, §6 deadline for the Legislature to 
redistrict itself

• January 9, 2012: Inauguration Day

• August 25, 2012:  First Party Primary for Congress

• October 6, 2012:  Open Primary Election for Supreme Court and 
Public Service Commission (staggered terms) and Second Party 
Primary for Congress

• November 6, 2012: General Election



The 2010 Census

• Primary Purpose:  A count of persons in each state as of 
April 1, 2010, for the apportionment of Representatives in 
Congress

• Secondary Purpose:  Redistricting
– Public Law 94-171 requires the Census Bureau to report 

population data by various geographic areas
• Other Purposes:  Making public policy decisions and 

fund allocation
– Census data directly affects how more than $400 billion per 

year in federal and state funding is allocated to communities 
for neighborhood improvements, public health, education, 
transportation and much more. That's more than $4 trillion 
over a 10-year period. 



2010 Census Form
Asks Four General Questions 

about the Household:

• If the housing unit is owned or 
rented

• Telephone number

• How many people live in the 
residence

• If any additional people who 
lived at the residence on April 
1, 2010, were not included

Asks the following Questions 
regarding each household 
member:

• Name
• Sex 
• Age/date of birth 
• Relationship to the person who 

owns or rents this residence 
• Hispanic origin 
• Race 
• Does this person sometimes 

live or stay somewhere else



Public Law 94-171 
Census Redistricting Data Program
Two primary components:

Geography

Population by Geographic Area



Census Geography 
Component

• Master Address File (MAF)

• Topologically Integrated Geographic Encoding 
and Referencing System (TIGER)—The Census 
Bureau’s Geographic Information System (GIS)

• The Census Bureau is working to enhance & 
improve MAF/TIGER by bringing them into 
alignment with true GPS coordinates



Census Population is reported by 
Geographic Area

• Parishes
• Legislative districts

• Municipalities & Census Designated Places
• Census Tracts

• Voting Districts (Precincts)
• Census Block Groups

• Census Blocks



Building Blocks For Legislatively 
Drawn Plans

• The Legislature uses precincts as the 
building blocks for redistricting plans

• Parish Governing Authorities are required 
to use census block boundaries as the 
boundaries for precincts



P.L. 94-171 Data Includes the 
Following Tabulations 

By Precinct

• Total Population

• Voting Age Population (over 18)

• Racial Data



Census Population Data
• 263 Potential Categories of population for each census 

block.  These categories are as follows:
• Those Age 18 and Over (Voting Age Population/VAP)
• Those under 18
• Those of Hispanic or Latino origin
• 63 Potential Racial Categories:  5 single race categories:  

White, Black, American Indian, Asian, Native Hawaiian 
and Other Pacific Islander, and Some other Race.  
People may report being any combination of races up to 
all six.



Other Database Information

• Voter registration

• Election History for Statewide Races



National Growth Rate





















Louisiana Regions





BESE District Population 
1990s v. 2000s* 

*The 2008 figure is based upon the 2008 Census Estimate and the 2010 figure is based 
upon the Census Projection

• 1990 Ideal: 527,496

• 2000 Ideal:  558,622

• 2008 Ideal:  551,349*

• 2010 Ideal:  576,584*    





Supreme Court 
Ideal District Population 

1990s v. 2000s* 
*The 2008 figure is based upon the 2008 Census Estimate and the 2010 figure is 

based upon the Census Projection

1990 Ideal:  602,853
2000 Ideal:  638,425**
2008 Ideal:  630,113* 
2010 Ideal: 658,954*

(**Note: Supreme Court Districts were not redrawn following the 2000 Census)





Public Service Commission 
Ideal District Population 

1990s v. 2000s* 
*The 2008 figure is based upon the 2008 Census Estimate and the 

2010 figure is based upon the Census Projection

1990 Ideal:  843,994

2000 Ideal:  893,795

2008 Ideal:  882,159*

2010 Ideal:  922,535*





House District Ideal Population 
Thru the Decades* 

*The 2008 figure is based upon the 2008 Census Estimate and the 2010 figure is based 
upon the Census Projection

• 1970 Ideal:  34,697
• 1980 Ideal:  40,037
• 1990 Ideal:  40,190
• 2000 Ideal:  42,561
• 2008 Ideal:  42,007*
• 2010 Ideal:  43,930*













Louisiana Senate  
District Changes

 and 
 Regional District Trends

 1970 ‐
 

2010



Louisiana Senate:
 Ideal Population by Decade

Decade Ideal Population

1970 93,367

1980 107,844

1990 108,204

2000 114,589

2010 119,812















Congress  
District Changes 

 and
 Ideal Population

 1980 ‐
 

2010



Congress:
 Ideal Population by Decade

Decade Districts Ideal Population

1980 8 525,738

1990 7 602,853

2000 7 638,425

2010 7 667,526

2010 6 778,780
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