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By Stephen Largen ‘Census: Bureau from using:
/dargen@monroe-gannett com .. {llégat residents in population i‘:g;ngﬁﬁg m m
State Sen. Rob Kostelka, R- coutits used for congressmnal " residents; and hurt
Monroe, said Wednesday that reappertlonment " Louisiana, which b
the state” Attorney General's' *, humber - of political experienced such
Office is considering takmg experts ‘have . warned - that: Kostelka; the
legal action to stop the US. counting, illegal residents for. 'the Sena

wﬂl be charged w1th redraw- «cating w1th other states that_
ing political district lines fol- -have the same problem.”
lowing the 2010_ cemsus. He = State Attorney  General

made the remarks in.a:meet- Buddy Caldwell ‘said a deci-
ing with The News-Star’s edi~ gjon . bas not been made on

torial board. Iegal actzon. CL
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been dec:lded," Caldwell said

- John Baker, a professor of.
¥ Lowi-;- siana-keeps:its congressio

- seat without being corobived

consutuuonal Jaw!
siana State’ University
Elliott Stoneciphier, -a Lofisic
anapoi]ster and demograp!nc

the Census Bureaws: use o

stand toJosé: representanon.
_ Caldwell "could choos:

to take action. onthe states
- behalf Stonempher and Bak-
er have said using illegal resi-
dents could be the difference
between the state keeping its
seven congressional seats or
losing one, though many have
said the state is likely to lose
one seat anyway.
© 'The Census Bureau has
said it will count: everyone,
regardless’ of * legal status,

The ‘short- form questlon—
naire;that will be used:for: ‘the
census “does. not “ask - about

citizenship'and Congress has -

not asked the Censusg Bureati
to count non-citizens sepa-
rately.

Kostelka on Wednesday
reiterated his pledge to do
everything in his power to
‘make sure northeastern Loui-

siana will not be lumped-into -

includes Shreveport in 2012
if the state does lose, a seat.

i Rep,
ney Alexander, R-Quitman,
would be at a distinct elec-
toral disadvantage if he had
to run against a candidate
from northwest Louisiana
who would be able to draw
‘support from the more popus

lous hubs of Shreveport and_

Bossier City.~
~ “That's one reason why
1 asked for and Gov. ]‘mdal
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gave me chairmanship of this

senate .committee. because I

. don't” want to see that hap—_
: - pen;” Kostelka said.. :

Oneofmymammterestsxs

invséeing that northeast Lo

with either’’ “Shreveport or

-somevwhere else. A few years -

analyst, dre considéring thefr 980 We were combined with -.

own legal action contesting. ‘Shreveport. We don't think

that wotked. It was- certainly-
ot ideal for northéast Lowisi-
ana, We were ]ike_:‘the tail on

Alexander's seat is crucial

for the entire state because of
Alexander’s seat on the pow-
erful House Committee on
Appropriations,  Alexander
ascended to that geat follow-

ing his switch to the Republi-

:can Party in 2004, . .. .
'Washmgton goes . by .
- sénfority and if you've got a -

Senatpr or congressman that's

‘sittingiin a pot tionofpowrer

- keep that congressman anda
Jotof people are going to.rec-
ognize that we sieed to keep

that séat” Kostelkasaid. =

-Kostelka said he foresees
pohtlcal tensions between
north and south Louisiana
legislators and preserving a

" rnajority-minority district in

south Louisiana as mandated
by the Voting Rights Act as
the main stumbling blocks

that will’ arise. dunng reap-

a congressional district that’ portionmient talks; .

“We have elections coming

~up at the end of 2011 and the

beginning of 201050 we've
got to'gst Busyd n the sessxon,”
Kostella said: ~

“The only thing we can do
now is anticipate what they’re

"going to be and begin work-.

on that. The census will tell,
the numbers will be there and

“that's what we'll have to work

m”

‘The state won't kriow the
official results of the census
unt]] 201L - L



