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Happy Thanksgiving! I hope that you’re surrounded with the love of your dear ones during this joyful 

season.  

 

NOVEMBER 6 ELECTION. Thank you for participating in the Nov. 6 election. There was about a 

roughly 50% turnout from Dist. 69 registered voters. You can find detailed election results on the 

Louisiana Secretary of State’s website. https://voterportal.sos.la.gov/Graphical Here are some election 

highlights. Please let me know your thoughts on the results. 

 

With 69% of the vote, U.S. Congressman Garrett Graves (R-Baton Rouge) was reelected to represent 

the 6th Congressional Dist. This outcome was equivalent to the results in the 33 precincts within Dist. 

69. 

 

The Secretary of State’s race resulted in a statistical tie between incumbent Kyle Ardoin (R-Baton 

Rouge) and challenger “Gwen” Collins-Greenup (D-Clinton), with each receiving 20%. Dec. 8 is the 

run-off election and early voting is Nov. 24 – Dec. 1 (except Sun., Nov. 25), from 8:30 a.m. – 6 p.m. 

Within Dist. 69, there were strong efforts by Kyle and challenger state Rep. “Rick” Edmonds (R-Baton 

Rouge) with less than 150 votes separating these two leading Baton Rouge candidates.  

 

All six of the Constitutional Amendments passed in the statewide election and the Dist. 69 results 

were very consistent with the statewide results. The Fantasy Football referendum was adopted by East 

Baton Rouge Parish as well as voters in Dist. 69. All 33 precincts in Dist. 69 voted in favor of every CA 

and the Fantasy Football measure. 

 

CA1 prohibits convicted non-pardoned felons from seeking or holding public office until 5 years after 

completion of the sentence (about 75% in favor statewide and roughly 77% within Dist. 69). CA2 

requires unanimous jury decisions for verdicts in noncapital felony cases for offenses committed after 

2018 (roughly 64% and 68%). CA3 allows donations of the use of public equipment and personnel from 

one political subdivision to another (roughly 56% and 61%). CA4 prohibits using money in the 

Transportation Trust Fund by state police for traffic control purposes (roughly 56% and 61%). CA5 

extends eligibility for certain special property tax treatments to property held in trust (roughly 72% and 

68%). CA6 requires a four-year phase-in of tax liability for homes subject to the homestead exemption 

when a reappraisal increases assessments by more than 50% (roughly 58% and 56%). Finally, fantasy 

sports betting was approved by EBRP around 61% while Dist. 69 voted in favor by roughly 62%. 

 

DECEMBER 8 ELECTION. On Dec. 8, in addition to the runoff election for Secretary of State and 

some other local positions, East Baton Rouge voters will decide (1) a Baton Rouge roads and bridges 
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tax and (2) a Baton Rouge mental health tax. The Baton Rouge roads and bridges tax proposes to 

borrow more than $900 million based on a new 30-year half-cent sales tax for projects throughout East 

Baton Rouge Parish. Baton Rouge mental health tax proposes a new 1.5 mill tax to fund a diversion 

center to keep mentally ill out of Parish Prison and relieve one of the day-to-day burdens on local law 

enforcement. Have you heard much about these propositions? Infrastructure and mental health are 

important issues for Baton Rouge. What do you think about these proposals? 

2018 LEGISLATIVE ACTION.  At the Capitol, we had a very busy legislative year in 2018. Here is a 

link to the “Session Wrap for the 2018 1st Extraordinary, Regular, 2nd Extraordinary, and 3rd 

Extraordinary Sessions of the Louisiana Legislature” prepared by the House Legislative Services for 

the Louisiana House of Representatives. 

http://house.louisiana.gov/Agendas_2018/SessionWrap2018.pdf All of the legislation included in the 

summary completed the legislative process and was signed by the governor. Please let me know if you 

have any thoughts about any of the legislation in the summary. 

 

During the 2018 Regular Session, my legislation focused on healthcare, economic development and 

resolving a long-standing dispute between government regulators and private industry. My main focus 

during the 3rd Extraordinary Session was to broker the deal that solved the State’s fiscal crisis. Act 1 

(HB 10). 

 

When I walked neighborhoods during the 2015 campaign and now talk with neighbors, healthcare is an 

important issue in Dist. 69. With such a severe outbreak of the influenza virus last year and another 

outbreak predicted this year, I authored a bill that requires schools to provide up-to-date info on flu 

vaccinations to parents. Act 262 (HB 74). Schools are required to share causes, symptoms, how the 

virus is spread, and where vaccinations are available. The Dept. of Health, Dept. of Education, and 

schools determine the most cost-effective way to share this necessary health info. Another part of my 

focus on healthcare was the passage of legislation that expanded the scope of covered healthcare 

services provided by health insurance or managed care organizations to ensure our patient access laws 

remain some of the strongest in the nation. Act 281 (HB 775). I was honored as a Champion for 

Patients by the Louisiana Chapter of the American Academy of Pediatrics, Epilepsy Alliance Louisiana, 

NAMI Louisiana, NAMI New Orleans, NAMI St. Tammany, National Multiple Sclerosis Society, 

National Kidney Foundation of Louisiana, Sarcoidosis Awareness Foundation, and American Senior 

Alliance. The Louisiana Primary Care Association also honored me as the 2018 Legislative Champion 

of the Year for my work on provider credentialing and for protecting healthcare services for patients 

during the resolution of the fiscal cliff. 

 

I also worked with the Dept. of Economic Development and economic development professionals to 

help refine/streamline “economic development project” terms and conditions. Act 620 (HB 146).  

Finally, I jumped into the middle of and helped resolve a long-standing permitting dispute between the 

Dept. of Transportation and Development and the ready-mix concrete trucking industry. Act 312 (HB 

319). While we need some reasonable level of government regulation to best protect the public interests, 

we can’t have government get in the way of progress in the private sector. 

 

We all understand the value of home ownership and strong neighborhood associations. To start the 

legislative conversation and encourage/incentivize first-time homebuyers, I proposed a bill that 

would’ve authorized a modest rebate of up to $7,500 to cover closing costs and down payment expenses 

filed for after the completion of the purchase. HB 383. Although we had excellent feedback on this good 
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idea, we understood that the State’s fiscal condition couldn’t reasonably allow us to push this bill 

forward this year. I’m sure we’ll revisit this incentive program in a future legislative session. 

 

BEING INVOLVED. As you can see, I have been increasingly escalating my profile and involvement 

in legislative problem-solving during the three years that I have represented Dist. 69. I can’t stand 

roadblocks or sitting on the sidelines. I’m also taking advantage of opportunities to participate in various 

legislative and leadership organizations that cover a very wide array of issues and causes. For example, 

the American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC), which is America’s largest nonpartisan, voluntary 

membership organization of state legislators dedicated to the principles of limited government, free 

markets and federalism. Based on my efforts during my first term in office, I was selected to be the State 

Co-Chair for Louisiana and was honored to be Co-Host for the recent 45th ALEC Annual Meeting in 

New Orleans. My purpose in participating in leadership organizations is to gain the competitive 

advantage of shared knowledge and experience in my continuing efforts to help improve our community 

and our State. Regardless of our party affiliations, we all deserve an efficient, effective and accountable 

government that puts the people in control. 

 

Whether through political organizations, neighborhood associations or places of worship, we cross paths 

with people every day who are positively engaged in our community. Good people who support 

American Cancer Society, Juvenile Diabetes, Louisiana Art & Science Museum, Manship Theatre, 

Knock Knock Children’s Museum, Big Buddy program, Scouting, Children’s Hospital, our schools and 

churches. Thank you for being engaged, you help make our community a better place to live.  

 

Although we may receive individual awards for our efforts, we can all agree that it’s seldom a one man 

or woman show. It takes teamwork. Problem solving in our community and in our professional and 

personal lives requires us to work together, to collaborate and sometimes to even broker a resolution and 

compromise. I don’t think we could be as effective in whatever we do without help from others. 

 

A recent prime example of teamwork is the honor that I received as the 2018 Legislator (LegisGator) 

of the Year from the Chamber SWLA. While I was recognized as the legislator of the year for my 

leadership efforts to resolve the fiscal cliff, we couldn’t have been as successful in brokering the 

resolution without help from many of my colleagues like former state Rep. and current Sulphur Mayor 

Mike Danahay (D), and state Reps. Stephen Dwight (R-Lake Charles) and Tanner Magee (R-Houma) – 

all of whom were also recognized for their specific legislative efforts on behalf of the people of 

Louisiana. Another example of teamwork helping the Greater Baton Rouge area is the recognition 

received from the Louisiana Association of Business and Industry for supporting policies promoting 

economic growth and job creation. I’m thankful to be a part of a strong contingent of legislators 

representing the Baton Rouge area who are consistently “LABI All-Stars” and “LABI Honorable 

Mentions,” who help contribute to the economic opportunities in our community. 

 

Thank you for your support and help in putting me in position to help problem-solve for Dist. 69, Baton 

Rouge and Louisiana. Please continue sending me your thoughts, suggestions and questions. 

 

“An optimist is a person who starts a new diet on Thanksgiving Day.” – Anonymous 

Paula 
 

Please follow me on Facebook and Twitter 

www.facebook.com/paula.p.davis.3 



4 

 

www.facebook.com/PaulaDavisStateRep/ 

@RepPaulaDavis 


