
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS WEEK AT THE CAPITOL - Week of March 19, 2018. 

The House and Senate are off and running this Regular Session with full committee agendas. 

The House Appropriations committee (the budget committee) will continue its efforts to review House 

Bill 1 (the budget bill) and hear public testimony regarding every allocation in the budget. This week, 

the committee will hear from the Departments of Insurance, Justice, Agriculture and Forestry, Veterans 

Affairs, Revenue, Environmental Quality, Corrections and Local Housing of State Offenders. 

House Ways & Means (the tax committee) will hear several bills related to a proposed local tax on 

motor fuels: HB 178 (Rep. Steve Carter) (Constitutional Amendment) removes the prohibition on the 

levy of taxes on motor fuel by local governments; HB 179 (Rep. Carter) (Constitutional Amendment) 

authorizes political subdivisions in certain parishes to levy taxes on motor fuel; and HB 686 (Rep. 

Carter) authorizes local taxing authorities to impose additional sales and use taxes on motor fuel. This 

package of bills would allow local jurisdictions (parishes) to vote on whether to impose a local gasoline 

sales tax dedicated to the improvement of local roads and infrastructure in that local jurisdiction.   

In addition to hearing bills on the Ways & Means committee, I will also present HB 383 that authorizes 

a limited tax rebate for first-time home buyers.  This bill would allow first-time home buyers a rebate of 

up to $7,500 in closing costs and down payment expenses after the completion of the purchase. My goal 

is to introduce this incentive concept to further educate legislators and the public about the critical role 

home ownership plays in our communities. I understand that our State faces budget challenges, but I’d 

like to use this legislation to get our elected officials thinking about the concept of prioritizing the 

expenditure of the State’s limited financial resources and incentivizing activities that improve our 

personal, business, education and healthcare communities. 

There are also several bills of interest scheduled for floor debate in the House this week. House 

Concurrent Resolution (HCR) 3 by Rep. Franklin Foil creates a commission to study the feasibility of a 

Constitutional Convention. This HCR is running on a parallel track with HB 500 that I and 28 others 

have co-authored calling for a limited Constitutional Convention focused on budget matters, dedications, 

and tax structure. HB 500 will likely be scheduled for floor debate in the House in the coming week. 

I will also have HB 146 on the House floor for a vote, which was successfully passed out of the Ways & 

Means committee last week. HB 146 and HB 122 by Rep. Phillip DeVillier address capital outlay 

reform by focusing on "economic development projects" sponsored by the Department of Economic 

Development. 
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In addition to HB 146, I will present HB 74 on the House floor this week that requires schools to 

provide education relative to influenza and immunization. This bill is part of a package of bills, like HB 

176 by Rep. Walt Leger that requires students to provide evidence of current immunization against 

meningococcal disease, focusing on improving awareness of the importance of proper childhood 

immunizations. 

Over in the Senate this week, there are several bills of interest that will be heard in committee. In Senate 

Finance, SB 363 (Ward) creates a fiscal transparency website (i.e., the Louisiana Checkbook) and SB 

373 (Barrow) seeks to improve LaTrac (a potentially outdated and incomplete tracking system) to 

provide for reporting and tracking state revenue, exemptions, credits and rebates. 

Senate Judiciary A will hear SB 91 by Sen. Dan Claitor. In addition to general damages, SB 91 provides 

for exemplary damages upon proof that death of a person was caused by the wanton and reckless 

disregard for the rights and safety of the person through an act of hazing. 

Senate Judiciary B will hear the first wave of gaming bills: 

 SB 316 (Johns) provides for the redefinition of "designated gaming area" making changes to 

where a casino may be located (over the water vs. on land), the size of a casino, the number 

of gaming positions, etc. 

 SB 320 (Johns) Proposed law makes changes to the law for license and franchise fees to be 

charged to all riverboat gaming licensees for the right to conduct gaming activities on a 

riverboat.   

 SB 321 (Martiny) Provides for the relocation of gaming operations (from over water to land). 

 SB 417 (White) Permits Tangipahoa Parish to vote on whether to have riverboat gaming. 

You can track these and any other bills, watch committee hearings and floor debates and check how 

every legislator voted on bills by going to http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/Home.aspx.   

Please do not hesitate to get in touch with us if you have any questions about any bills, want to share 

your thoughts on any legislation or issue important to you, or need assistance with resolving a problem. 

Also, please do not hesitate to get in touch with us if you would like me to visit with your organization 

or neighborhood association. As always, thank you for your continued support. 

Paula 
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