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The DBE/SBE Program
SUPPORTIVE SERVICES
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Consultants:
SJB Group – Region A (LADOTD Districts: 

Shreveport-04, Monroe-05, Chase-58, Lake 
Charles-07, Lafayette-03, Alexandria-08, 
Baton Rouge-61)

Urban League of Louisiana – Region B (New 
Orleans-02, Hammond-62)



The DBE/SBE Program
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 In 1999, the U.S. Department of Transportation 
mandated that each state develop a Unified 
Certification Program

 In 2003, the Louisiana Unified Certification 
Program (LAUCP) was implemented and is now in 
full operation



The DBE/SBE Program
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49 CFR Part 26 - PARTICIPATION BY 
DISADVANTAGED BUSINESS ENTERPRISES IN 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

U.S. DOT Recipients includes:  
 Federal Highway Administration (FHWA)
 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA)
 Federal Transit Administration (FTA)



The DBE/SBE Program
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 There are Four (4) Certifying Agencies in Louisiana, 
Divided into 2 Regions

REGION 1 – CERTIFIES STATEWIDE
– Louisiana Department of Transportation & 

Development
Region 2 – CERTIFIES IN THE NEW ORLEANS AREA 

ONLY
– Louis Armstrong New Orleans International 

Airport 
– New Orleans Regional Transit Authority 
– Louisiana Department of Transportation & 

Development – New Orleans Location



The  DBE/SBE Program


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 Only firms that are certified with the LA UCP can be counted
towards DBE goals for projects requiring DBE Participation.

 A DBE or SBE project goal is a percentage of the awarded
contract amount that must be subcontracted by the Prime
Contractor to certified DBE or SBE firms.

 All project goals are set by the DBE and SBE Goal Committee
prior to advertisement. The project is examined to determine the
location and scope of services. The DBE and SBE certified
directories are used to assess the number of firms certified in
the specific items listed in the scope of work.

 Small Business Element (SBE) goals are set on projects that are 
estimated to be between $150,000 and $500,000.

 Disadvantaged Business Enterprise (DBE) goals are set on 
projects that are estimated at $500,000 and above



DBE CERTIFICATION
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DBE CERTIFICATION
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 For-profit small business concern.

 51 percent owned by one or more individual(s) who are
both socially and economically disadvantaged.

 Eligibility requirements for certification as a DBE are
stated in 49 CFR, Part 26, Subpart D-Certification
Standards.

 Presumptive groups include Women, Black Americans,
Hispanic Americans, Native Americans, Asian-Pacific
Americans, Subcontinent Asian-Americans, or other
minorities found to be disadvantaged by the regulations,
or any individual found to be socially and economically
disadvantaged on a case-by-case basis.



DBE CERTIFICATION
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PERSONAL NET WORTH - $1.32 Million

BUSINESS SIZE STANDARD – Cannot exceed 
$23.98 Million in 3-year average of Gross 
Receipts

OWNERSHIP

 INDEPENDENCE

MANAGEMENT AND CONTROL



DBE WEBPAGE
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DBE Unified Certification 
Webpage

12



DBE Certification Guidelines
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DBE Certification Guidelines
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DBE CONTRACT 
ADMINISTRATION
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LADOTD DEPARTMENT 
GOAL METHODOLOGY

15% 
49 CFR § 26.45 - Overall DBE Goal

3-year period (2020-2022)

 Base Figure Percentage – BF%
 Median Past Participation – MPP%
 Calculation to determine goal
 BF% + MPP% = Sum(BF%&MPP%)

2 2
= Department DBE Goal%



Goal Submittal Timeline

CONSULTATION
with DBE Stakeholders
for Goal Methodology-
PUBLIC MEETINGS

PUBLICATION: 
30-Day Comment Period 
Before Finalizing the 
Goal Methodology

Section 7 – Consultation and Publication

Study of DBE 
Availability and DBE 
Organizations / 
Initial Methodology 
Established

GOAL DUE AUGUST 1st Goal 
Submitted to FHWA for Review 
via CONNECT

April 15 May 1 May 30 July 1 August 1

Identify 
Contracting 
Opportunities



DBE Project Goal Development

Compliance Programs Staff Highway Construction Engineers
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DBE Department Goal is Precise
• Precise Methodology
• Reviewed and approved by 

FHWA

DBE Project Goal is Negotiable
• Compliance Program Staff
• Highway Construction Engineers



TOTAL CONTRACTS AWARDED AND TOTAL 
CONTRACTS AWARDED TO DBE’S
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TOTAL CONTRACTS COMPLETED AND 
TOTAL CONTRACTS COMPLETED TO DBE’S
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DBE GOALS
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STATE 2020 GOAL
Alabama 8.61%

Arkansas 8.60%

Florida 10.65%
Georgia 10.00%

Kentucky 10.70%

Louisiana 15.00%
Mississippi 9.96%

Missouri 16.05%

South Carolina 13.20%
Tennessee 8.27%
Texas 14.40%
Southern Regional Average 11.40%

*Louisiana ranked 12 out 
of 53 states and 
territories



DBE Department Goal Attainment
Progress Report
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DBE Department Goal – 15% 
Increased from first half 
2019 to 2020 by 1.9%
Increased from second 
half 2019 to 2020 by 4.4%

Total increase from 
2019 to 2020 is 6.3%



CONTACT INFORMATION
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http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Pages/default.aspx

http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divi
sions/Administration/Compliance/Pages/DBE
_Certification.aspx

http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://wwwsp.dotd.la.gov/Inside_LaDOTD/Divisions/Administration/Compliance/Pages/DBE_Certification.aspx


CONTACT INFORMATION
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Paula Merrick Roddy
DOTD Compliance Programs Director
225-379-1382
Paula.Roddy@la.gov

Rhonda Wallace
DBE/SBE Program Manager
225-379-1382
Rhonda.Wallace@la.gov

mailto:Paula.Roddy@la.gov
mailto:Rhonda.Wallace@la.gov


QUESTIONS
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